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Residents move in to cut ting-edge homes

The first residents have moved in to a new cutting-edge social housing development
in the heart of Portsmouth.

Portsmouth Housing Association (PHA) is welcoming people moving into Collins
Place, at Victoria Road North, a £7.1 million project built using a modern building
technique which slots rooms together like building blocks to form flats — cutting the
cost of constructing the one and two-bedroom homes and reducing building work
disruption on the local area.

PHA, part of the First Wessex Housing Group (FWHG), has worked in partnership
with contractors Fleming Developments UK Ltd on the nine-storey Collins Place
using the emerging modern method of construction known as ‘structural modules’
construction.

The steel-framed rooms, or ‘modular units’, made at a factory in Ireland by Vision
Modular Structures, were shipped across and put into position on site by crane to
form the flats.

Contractors Fleming were appointed under a modern methods of construction
framework agreement with Sappling and Wayfarer development partners,
development consortia in the south consisting of a number of housing associations
including PHA. Collins Place is the first project in the Hampshire area to be
completed under the agreement with contractors Fleming.

Funding for the scheme came from the Housing Corporation. The project architects
were Portsmouth-based Kenn Scaddan Associates Ltd.

Collins Place provides 72 flats, 56 for general needs rent and 16 for shared
ownership sale. It is part of a larger development, known as Cumberland Gate,
which has involved social housing building projects by Downland and Drum housing
associations.



Collins Place tenants John Drayton and Danielle English, who moved into their new
home on Danielle’s 21 birthday with their baby son Ronnie, said they were thrilled
with their first home.

Hazel Warwick, FWHG regeneration and development director for PHA said: “This
development is an example of how modern methods of construction achieve homes
of high quality in a very short time period.

“Seventy-two homes were built in just 12 months to a high standard of finish with a
construction method which produces low waste on site and minimises the impact of
construction activity on the surrounding area.”

For further information, please contact:

Steve Henwood, Senior PR & Communications Executive

Email: steve.henwood@firstwessexhg.co.uk

Telephone: 023 92896762

Notes to Editors

First Wessex Housing Group manages around 17,000 affordable homes primarily in
Hampshire and with some activity in Surrey.

The group comprises Atlantic Housing Limited, First Atlantic Housing, Pavilion
Housing Association, Portsmouth Housing Association, Fernhill Care Limited and
Wessex Property Limited.

Portsmouth Housing Association: provides homes in Portsmouth, Fareham, Gosport
and Havant. It also provides a wide range of community regeneration services
across South East Hampshire.

Atlantic Housing and First Atlantic Housing: provide a full range of affordable housing
including rented, supported, shared ownership and key worker housing. A large
support portfolio includes housing for older people, extra-care housing, dementia
care housing, housing for people with learning disabilities, people recovering from
mental illness and some specialist accommodation. They cover a geographic area
spanning Eastleigh, Southampton, Winchester and the New Forest.

Pavilion Housing Assaociation: the largest provider of housing association homes for
rent in the Aldershot, Farnborough, Ash and Farnham areas.

Fernhill Care: provides care services for tenants of First Wessex Housing Group and
other landlords and for individuals in the community with support needs. It
specialises in domiciliary, extra- and dementia care.

Wessex Property Limited: the group’s in-house repairs and maintenance
organisation.

www.firstwessexhg.co.uk
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www.pavilionha.co.uk
www.phagroup.org.uk



